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CHRYS. It is I who hold the position of head of the

family.

HEN. Certainly.

CHRYS. It is I who can dispose of my daughter.
HEN. Oh ! yes.
CHRYS. Heaven has given me supreme control over

you.

HEN*. Who has said anything to the contrary?
CHRYS. And I mean to show you that when you take

a husband you have to obey your father in the

matter and not your mother.
HEN. Ah ! there you grant my most earnest desires.

My only wish is that you will insist on obedience.

CHRYS. WQ shall soon see whether my wife will dare

to oppose my wishes . . .
CLIT. Here she is, bringing the notary with her.
CHRYS. Now all of you support me.
MAB. Leave it to me, I will take care to encourage

you if you need it.

SCENE III

PHILAMINTE, BELISE, ARMANDE, TRISSOTIN,

CHRYSALE, CLITAJO>RE, HENRIETTA MARTINE

PHIL. Could you not alter your barbarous style and
draw up a contract in beautiful language ?

THE NOT. Our style is excellent. I should be a block-
head, Madam, if I tried to change a single word.

BEL. Ah ! what barbarism in the very centre of France!
But at least., out of deference to learning, Monsieur,
be good enough to express the dowry for us in
terms of minae and talents rather than in crowns,
livres and francs, and, in dating the contract, use
the words ides and kalends.

THE Nor. I ? Madam, if 1 were to grant your re-
quests I should be hooted at by all my fellow-
lawyers,